Date:  March 28th, 2008

To:  Parents of Children Ages 12-15 as of March 1st, 2008

From:  Mary-Anne Parker, DRE

RE:  Coming of Age Program 2008

We are pleased to offer a Coming of Age program this year that will run from May 3rd to June 8th 2008.  Children aged 12-15 are encouraged to attend.  

GOALS

Participants in the Coming of Age Program will:

· Learn about growing up and living their principles by working with adult members of the congregation.

· Learn about Unitarian Universalism and their home congregation.

· Learn more about who they are as spiritual, emotional and physical individuals; and, where they fit in the world and our community.

KEY COMPONENTS

· May 2nd-4th – Hogwarts Retreat – Invitations have already been sent to Religious Education attendees aged 11-16.  During the weekend (overnight stay expected), Coming of Age participants will be given time to talk meet each other and to develop a plan for the Social Action/Art project component of the Coming of Age program. 

· Social Action/Art Project – As a group, Coming of Age participants will decide on a project they can work on for a period of four weeks (May 9th, 23rd, 30th, and June 6th).  Adult mentors will provide support and advice as needed. Time and place TBD although UCS is available as the meeting place.

· June 6th-8th – Coming of Age Retreat – Shekinah retreat Centre.  – Participants will spend a weekend together exploring leadership, facing challenges, and developing relationships with other youth in the congregation. 
(Overnight Stay required).  Details, schedule and map to follow. 

· Coming of Age Celebration – A Sunday Service in June where we celebrate the completion of the Coming of Age program and a celebration of the Youth Group and what it means to our community.  To be developed with the DRE, Youth Advisors, youth and Coming of Age participants following the Coming of Age Program (week of June 9th-13th).

In agreeing to participate both child and parents understand that the participant should be available for all the dates listed above.  

Cost of the Program:  $100  (bursaries available)

A registration form is attached.  Please have your child fill this out and return to Mary-Anne Parker at the Orientation meeting April 18th, 2008, 7 pm..  If you have not registered your child in the RE program for this year, please do so at the same time.  Forms and inquiries can be emailed to ucs.dre@sasktel.net
Coming of Age 2008 Registration Form

Note: if you have already registered your child with the Religious Education Program, please simply sign the following:

We agree that __________________________ has our permission to attend the 2008 Coming of Age program and we understand the key components of the program and the commitment required from the attendee.

I, __________________________________, parent of guardian of the above named child, grants permission for him/her to participate in all parts of the Coming of Age program of the Unitarian Congregation of Saskatoon, including sleepovers and activities outside the church building.  I release the Congregation and any authorized supervisor or driver from liability for damages, loss or injury to my child resulting from participation in or transportation to or from any such activity. 

I also grant permission for the supervisor to apply first aid or to seek medical attention for the above-named child/ren in case of any need in my absence.

Signed:  ____________________________________


_____________________________________

Date:   _____________________________________

Form due:  April 18th, 2008 at the Parent/Child Coming of Age Orientation Meeting.   UCS 7pm.

Volunteer Assistance

Are you able to assist the Coming of Age program in the coming months? (Supervising, food preparation, driving, etc.?)  If yes, how?

______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

